
























































































Date  14 May 2014 Development Manager 
 
Planning 
Communities Directorate 
Lincolnshire County Council 
Unit 16 
Witham Park House 
Waterside South 
LINCOLN 
LN5 7JN 
 
 

The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2011        Form EIA.SCH2(a) 2011 
 

SCREENING OPINION 
 
Opinion requested by: Name and address of agent (if any) 
 
Material Change Ltd 
 
 
 

 
Robert Doughty Consultancy 
32 High Street 
Helpringham 
Sleaford 
Lincolnshire 
NG34 0RA 
 

 
Part I - Particulars of request 
 
Date of request: LCC Ref No: 

24 April 2014 EIA.09/14 

Description of development: 

Proposed anaerobic digestion plant (combined heat and power generation) 

Description of development: 

Decoy Farm, Postland Road, Crowland 

Type of review (ROMP development only): 

 

 
 
Part 2 - Particulars of decision 
 
The Lincolnshire County Council hereby give notice in pursuance of the provisions of the Town and Country 
Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2011 that in its view the development referred to in 
Part I hereof is Schedule 2 development which is likely to have significant effects on the Environment.  The 
Council has therefore adopted the screening opinion that the development is EIA development having 
regard to the relevant selection criteria set out in Schedule 3 of the Regulations and the guidance contained in 
the Planning Practice Guidance.  The Council’s reasons for reaching this conclusion are set out in the 
statement overleaf. 
 
 



 

Informative 

'ROMP development means development which has yet to be carried out and which is authorised by a planning permission in respect of 
which a ROMP application has been or is to be made. 

The term 'ROMP application' is defined in the Regulations as an application to a relevant mineral planning authority to determine the 
conditions to which a planning permission is to be subject under paragraph:- 

 2(2) of Schedule 2 to the 1991 Act (registration of old mining permissions); 

 9(1) of Schedule 13 to the 1995 Act (review of old mineral planning permissions); or 
 6(1) of Schedule 14 to the 1995 Act (periodic review of mineral planning permissions). 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) refers to the whole process by which environmental information is collected, published and taken 
into account in reaching a decision on a relevant planning application.  Applications for which EIA is required are referred to in the 
Regulations as ‘EIA applications’.   

Where EIA is required, information must be provided by the developer in an Environmental Statement (ES).  This document (or series of 
documents) must contain the information specified by regulation 2(1) and in Schedule 4 to the Regulations.  In certain cases, regulation 
13 allows developers to obtain a formal opinion from the relevant planning authority on what should be included in the Environmental 
Statement (‘a scoping opinion’). 

Right of Appeal 

Where the relevant planning authority adopts a screening opinion that EIA is required, the developer may request a screening direction 
from the Secretary of State.   Requests must be made in accordance with the provisions set out in the Regulations.  (See Regulations 5 
and 6 or, where appropriate, Regulation 7). 

Statement of Reasons 
 
The proposed anaerobic digestion plant would be sited on land which is covered by an implemented 
planning permission (ref: H2/1025/11) which amended an earlier permission (ref: H2/1061/10) 
permitting the construction of an anaerobic digestion plant and in-vessel composting facility at the 
site.  The original development authorised by permission H2/1061/10 was deemed to be EIA 
development and therefore the application was supported by an Environmental Statement as was 
the subsequent application which was later granted by permission H2/1025/11. 
 
It is now proposed to develop a revised anaerobic digestion plant on land subject of planning 
permission H2/1025/11 and which therefore affects part of the consented EIA development.  This 
proposal is therefore considered to fall within the remit of Category 13(b) of the Town & Country 
Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2011 (the “EIA Regulations) as it 
changes a development of a description mentioned within Schedule 2 of the EIA Regulations (i.e. 
Category 3a and 11b) and exceeds the corresponding size threshold and criteria of 0.5ha identified 
in the EIA Regulations. 
 
The proposed anaerobic digestion plant would replace the existing facility permitted to be developed 
on the same overall footprint forming part of the wider development authorised by permission 
H2/1025/11.  The current proposal differs from the currently consented scheme in that it would alter 
the overall number and design of tanks now required in association with the plant and also reduce 
the size and position of the ancillary buildings associated with its use.  Whilst the proposal is 
therefore similar in terms of its general position and scale to that of the existing approved 
development, it would nevertheless materially alter the visual appearance and potential operations 
associated with an existing EIA development and so potentially give rise to significant impacts which 
have not previously been assessed or considered by the authorised developments Environmental 
Impact Assessment.  Furthermore, the revised anaerobic digestion plant would produce up to 3MW 
of electricity and handle up to 70,000 tonnes of feedstock materials per annum which is 10,000 
tonnes per annum greater than the facility currently approved and above the 50,000 tonne threshold 
criteria cited by the Planning Practice Guidance 'Environmental Impact Assessment' (PPG) where 
EIA is cited as being more likely to be required.   
 
Consequently, having taken into account the relevant criteria in the EIA Regulations 2011 
(Schedules 2 and 3) and guidance contained within the PPG, the Waste Planning Authority 
considers that the proposed changes to the authorised EIA development as a result of this proposal 
do constitute development which requires an Environmental Impact Assessment to be carried out. 
An Environmental Statement is therefore required to be submitted in support of this proposal. 
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