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Preface
The South Holland Adopted Local Plan was published in October 1998 and sits within the strategic context of Regional Planning Guidance 8 (RPG8) for the East Midlands and the Lincolnshire Structure Plan.
This document provides a guide to what the Local Plan contains in terms of its aims and objectives and the various policies and proposals.  It does not set out the exact wording of the policies and should not be used as an alternative to the full Local Plan.

The full Local Plan can be viewed or purchased from South Holland District Council for £50 including postage and package.  The plan can also be viewed at the local libraries and soon on our website.  (Currently only the text is available online.  However we are aiming to include the proposals maps in the near future).

Introduction

The first chapter describes South Holland district in its geographical location.  It also explains the procedures and stages of the plan’s preparation.  It goes on to outline the development plan context in which the South Holland District Local Plan is being prepared.
South Holland covers the south-eastern corner of Lincolnshire, and extends across 280 square miles almost wholly of fens.  The distinctive fenland landscape has over the centuries been drained and protected from flooding to create some of the most fertile farmland in Britain.  Approximately 60% of the workforce is employed in the growing, processing and distribution of agricultural produce.  

The population of the District has been steadily expanding and by 1996 had an estimated population of over 71,000.
Spalding accommodates 30% of the district total population.  Major investment in road infrastructure, new developments, and environmental improvements has reinforced Spalding’s role as the commercial, service and employment centre of the District.  The district also includes the towns of Crowland, Holbeach, Long Sutton and Sutton Bridge and numerous smaller villages.

Strategies of the Local Plan

This chapter sets out the strategy of the Plan and its guiding principles or aims and the objectives designed to meet them.  The spatial strategy of the Local Plan is described.  There is also an environmental appraisal of the plans strategy and objectives followed by a vision statement of South Holland at the end of the plan period.
The guiding principles or aims of the Local Plan are:
· To conserve or enhance the environment;
· To promote economic and social development; and
· To make the best use of resources.
The Plan aims to:

· Recognise Spalding as the dominant sustainable settlement;
· Concentrate most new development in the towns with the remainder in the main villages and other settlements;
· Protect the unique nature of the fens landscape;
· Minimise the loss of the best and most versatile agricultural land;

· Protect and enhance the built heritage;

· Minimise the need to travel;
· Address issues of renewable energy; and
· Protect land and buildings from the risk of flooding.
From the aims of the Plan, some 16 objectives are set out.
Policies for the Conservation and Enhancement of the Environment
This chapter sets out general policy guidance to developers on the range of development criteria we will use in determining planning applications.    
The plan seeks to protect and enhance the built heritage for historical, educational, tourism and aesthetic reasons.
The District Council is committed to the protection of the District’s cultural heritage in order that the historic fabric of the area is retained for future generations to enjoy.  The preservation of the history of the area makes a positive contribution to the quality of life of the inhabitants and visitors to the district.  The cultural assets of the District includes listed buildings, conservation areas, historic parks and gardens, scheduled ancient monuments and sites of archaeological significance.  
The recognition of the quality of the existing environment within our district and the objectives of the local plan to conserve, enhance and extend this quality will ensure that future development of the district builds upon, rather than destroys, its unique characteristics and resources.
The plan also seeks to protect and enhance the countryside and its character, its landscape and wildlife, agricultural, recreational and natural resource value.  This includes resisting the loss of irreplaceable environmental assets such as sites supporting protected habitats and species and loss of high quality agricultural land. 
Policies also aim to protect and maintain flood defences and water quality whilst taking into account the need to protect land and buildings from the risk of flooding.
South Holland has areas rich in wildlife.  The Wash, bordering the district to the north east, is an SSSI of international importance, whilst the rivers and inland waterway network criss-crossing the area performing essential drainage are important havens for wildlife, particularly in an area which has few trees and hedgerows.  It is the aim of the plan that a diversity of natural environments and landscapes, reflecting the character of the district are protected and enhanced.

Policies for Housing
The general locational strategy of the plan is to guide most new development to the towns.  Outside the towns development is to spread across the remainder of the district’s villages with provision to be made in most existing settlements.  Large scale housing allocations in the plan are directed to  towns and Spalding in particular.
The Plan contains polices which, in summary:
· allow for residential development on suitable sites within the present development boundaries for the towns;
· only allow for residential development on suitable sites within the present development boundaries within the villages;
· only allow new dwellings in the open countryside in exceptional circumstances in connection with agriculture;
· only allow proposals for the conversion of rural buildings in the open countryside to residential in exceptional circumstances; and
· only allow proposals for infill housing in the open countryside in exceptional circumstances.

Policies for Employment
This chapter seeks to ensure future economic well being and to guard against unemployment by promoting a wide range of job opportunities.  This in turn will retain generated wealth within the district and encourage local young people to stay.

Central to this theme is the need for a continuing, adequate range and supply of land for industrial, warehousing and office development.  In terms of the plans strategy a broad approach is adopted ranging from the identification of major employment areas in, or close to the towns down to the encouragement of appropriate small scale enterprises within or adjacent to the villages and the conversion of suitable buildings in the countryside.  This ensures the towns continue to be the main focus of economic life and also assists in the maintenance of the vitality of the smaller settlements, and in sustaining the rural economy and protecting the countryside.
The plan identifies land for major employment proposals.  These major employment areas have been selected principally in relation to the existing strategic transport network, their accessibility by public transport and other modes, to their closeness to existing investment in utilities infrastructure, to major sources of employment and to their impact on the environment and amenity of the surrounding area.  These areas will be able to accommodate the majority of demand for the whole of the plan period.
Policies also aim to provide employment opportunities to serve local communities and diversify the rural economy.

Policies for Shopping and Town Centres

The plan aims to safeguard the vitality and viability of the District’s town centres and villages and to ensure they remain the focus for community life and that their physical fabric is continually improved.  

The town centres are the foci for shopping, commercial, cultural and social activity, serving not only the town’s population but a wider rural hinterland and dependent smaller settlements.  Spalding, as the main district centre, plays the dominant role not only for shopping but also as the main administrative, commercial, cultural and social centre.  The other towns act as minor district centres whilst some of the larger villages act as local centres.
The plan advocates a sequential approach for site selection with the first preferred location being sites within the main shopping area of Spalding.

Policies also aim to maintain and enhance the town centres of the other towns, maintain the service base in the rural communities and assist in the diversification of the rural economy.
Policies for Leisure, Recreation and Tourism

The plan seeks to develop and improve tourism, recreation, and leisure in the district. This includes encouraging optimum usage of existing facilities, supporting the provision of new facilities and maximising accessibility to all sections of the community.
Open spaces, playing fields and recreational routes contribute to the overall appearance and amenity value of the environment.  It is important to retain and protect existing open space.  

South Holland contains a wealth of rights of way, rivers, drains and disused railway lines which represents a resource that could be utilised for recreation as well as wildlife corridors.  Existing footpaths and cycleways provide a safe access to open space and other leisure, recreation and tourist facilities and to the countryside.  Opportunities also exist to develop the existing waterway network for leisure and recreation purposes and promoting economic activity.  The plan seeks to protect, enhance and extend these rights of way for recreation and nature conservation purposes.
Policies for Transport and Communications

The strategic aims of the plan are to locate major traffic generators at existing centres and adjacent or close to the main communications network and to facilitate the use of public transport, cycling and walking.  This will help to maximise on existing investment and infrastructure, widen travel choices and reduce reliance on the private car.  

Policies also seek to promote and safeguard road routes, in order that development proposals do not hinder or prejudice the achievement of enhancements to the strategic road network.
The Plan seeks to take into account the needs of cyclists with proposals for new development needing to provide adequate provision of new and improved roads, cycleways and footpaths and the protection/extension of existing routes.
The potential for roadside service provision is also addressed.

Settlement Statements

This chapter presents planning statements for all of the towns and villages within the District.    The statements should be read in conjunction with the relevant inset maps and the policies contained within the other chapters of the Local Plan.
Implementation and Monitoring of the plan

This chapter examines the implementation requirements for each policy.  The Local Plan will also be constantly monitored to ensure that policies are relevant and effective.  
Appendices
Appendix 1: provides information on housing land availability
Appendix 2: provides information on parking standards.

Appendix 3: schedule of policies.

Schedule of Policies
POLICIES FOR THE CONSERVATION AND ENHANCEMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT


POLICIES FOR HOUSING

POLICIES FOR EMPLOYMENT

POLICIES FOR SHOPPING AND TOWN CENTRES

POLICIES FOR LEISURE, RECREATION AND TOURISM

POLICIES FOR TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS

SITE SPECIFIC POLICIES WITHIN SETTLEMENTS






























































































































































For further information regarding the South Holland District Local Plan please contact the Planning Policy Team at:
Planning & Development Services

South Holland District Council

Council Offices

Priory Road

Spalding

Lincs

PE11 2XE

localplan@sholland.gov.uk 

01775 761161

E11: Trees, Hedgerows, Woodlands And Landscape





E12: Development In The Countryside





E12A: Non-Agricultural Development On Agricultural Land





E13: Water Quality





E14: Land Drainage And Flood Protection





E15: Sewerage And Development





E16: Use of Unused Upper Floors In Buildings In Town And Village Centres To Create Multiple Residential Units





E17: Renewable Energy Schemes





E18: Historic Parks and Gardens





E1: Development, New Development.  General Development Criteria.





E2: Development In Conservation Areas





E2A: Development Near Listed Buildings





E2B: Alteration, Extension Or Change Of Use Of Listed Buildings Including Listed Buildings In Conservation Areas





E3: Demolition Of Unlisted Buildings Within Conservation Areas





E4: The Demolition Of Listed Buildings (Including Listed Buildings Within Conservation Areas)





E5: Development Proposals Affecting Ancient Monuments And Nationally Important Sites Or Their Settings





E6: Archaeological Assessments





E6A: Sites Of Archaeological Interest And The Protection And Recording Of Archaeological Remains





E7: Shopfronts In Conservation Areas Or On Listed Buildings





E8: Adverts And Signage Within Conservation Areas And On Or Near Listed Buildings





E9: Advertisements And Signage Generally (Excluding Conservation Areas And Listed Buildings)





E10: Development And Sites Of Nature Conservation Value





E10A: Development And The Wash Coastal Conservation Area





E10B: Development And Protected Species And Their Habitats





Crowland.  Development Of The Site Off Cloot Drove





Gedney Dyke.  Development Of The Mill Site





Holbeach.  Residential Development On The Land North Of Foxes Lowe Road





Long Sutton.  Workshop Units On Land South Of The Existing Workshop Premises At Bridge Road





Moulton.  Land Off The Sidings, Station Yard





Surfleet.  Land To The Rear Of Surfleet Village Hall





Tydd Gote.  Land North Of Station Road





Tydd St Mary.  The Centre Of The Area Bounded By Church Way, Rectory Road, Hix’s Lane And Lowgate





Whaplode.  Land To The Rear Of The Sycamores At Churchgate





  





H1: New Housing In The Towns Of  Crowland, Holbeach, Long Sutton. Spalding and Sutton Bridge 





H2: New Housing In The Villages





H3: Open Countryside New Dwellings, Agricultural Dwellings





H4: Open Countryside Barn Conversions.  Rural Buildings Into Dwellings





H5: Open Countryside.  Infill Housing





STC1: Retail Development Generally





STC2: Major Shopping Proposals, Retail Warehousing, Spalding Town Centre.





STC3: The Northern (Retail) Expansion Area, Spalding.





STC4: Spalding Retail Developments Outside The Main Shopping Areas And The Northern Expansion Area





STC5: Shopping Proposals In Holbeach, Crowland, Long Sutton And Sutton Bridge





STC6: Village Shops, Local Shops, Corner Shops, Neighbourhood Centres





STC7: Retail Development In The Countryside





EMP1: Major Employment Areas





EMP2: New Employment Development In Built Up Areas But Outside The Major Employment Areas





EMP3: Open Countryside. The Reuse Of Rural Buildings For Employment





EMP4: Existing Employment Areas / Premises





EMP5: Special Cases, Special Requirements





LT1: Leisure, Recreation And Tourist Facilities





LT2: Open Space In New Residential Developments





LT3: Safeguarding Open Space For Sport, Recreation And Leisure





LT4: Recreational Routes, Public Rights-Of-Way, Disused Railway Lines





T1: Safeguarding Road Routes





T2: New Development.  Parking





T3: New Development.  Facilities For Road Users, Pedestrians And Cyclists





T4: Roadside Services, Petrol Filling Stations





T5: Cycling, Cycleways





T6: Telecommunications








