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Important: New colours for mains electricity cables

The colours of the live and neutral wires You can continue to use cables in
in electrical cables are changing from the old colours of red and black
red and black to brown and blue. This is until 31 March 2006. After that,
the same as the wires in flexible leads to all new wiring must be in the
portable appliances. new colours.

old colours — New colours
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New rules for electrical safety in the home

Read this before starting any electrical work
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When do the new rules start?

e From 1 January 2005, people carrying out
electrical work in homes and gardens in
England and Wales will have to follow the new
rules in the Building Regulations.

Why have you introduced the new rules?

e To reduce the number of deaths, injuries and
fires caused by faulty electrical installations.

e To make it harder for ‘cowboy builders’ to leave
electrical installations in an unsafe condition.

What should | do if | want to do some
electrical work?

e See the flow chart to check if you need to tell
your local authority’s Building Control
Department before you start the work.

What will happen if | do not follow the
Building Regulations?

e The electrical installation might not be safe.

e You will have no record of the work done.

e You may have difficulty selling your home
if you do not have the right electrical
safety certificates.

e Your local authority’s Building Control
Department may insist that you put right faulty
work.

Where can | get more information?

e From your local authority’s Building Control
Department.

e We publish a free ‘Explanatory Booklet on the
Building Regulations’. Phone 0870 1226 236 or
visit www.odpm.gov.uk/explanatory-booklet
for a copy.

e ‘Approved Document P’ explains how to meet
the new rules. You can download this free of
charge from www.odpm.gov.uk/approved-
documents. Or you can buy a printed copy for
£15 from The Stationery Office. (To order,
phone 0870 600 5522 or \visit
www.tso.co.uk/bookshop.)

&

How to meet the new rules

Who is going to do the work?

Me, a friend,
or a relative

Do | need to tell

Building Control

about the work?
(See box (A))

Tell your local
authority’s
Building Control
Department before
you start the work

Go ahead
with the work.
You do not need
to contact your local
authority’s Building
Control Department

Tell your local
authority’s Building
Control Department

before you start
the work

A contractor
or installer

Do | need to tell

Building Control

about the work?
(See box (A))

Is the contractor or
installer registered
with a competent
person scheme?
(See box (B))
Call the numbers
over the page
to find out

The contractor or
installer will look
after all the
building regulations
for you. You do not
need to contact
your local authority’s
Building Control
Department

You do not need to tell

your local authority’s
Building Control Department
about:

e repairs, replacements and
maintenance work; or

e extra power points or lighting
points or other alterations to
existing circuits (except in a
kitchen or bathroom, or
outdoors).

You need to tell them about
most other work.

If you are not sure about this, or
you have any questions, ask
your local authority’s Building
Control Department.

Why should | use an

installer who is
registered with a competent
person scheme?

e Members of schemes can
deal with all the new rules
for you.

e Members are qualified to
carry out electrical work.

e Members will give you a
certificate to confirm their
work follows the new rules.

e You will not have to pay
Building Control charges.

e You will have the option of
taking out an insurance-
backed guarantee for the work.

e You will have access to a formal
complaints procedure if you are
not happy with the work.

To contact one of the
competent person schemes,
phone one of the numbers
given over the page.

Registered installers are in the
process of becoming members of
the new building trades Quality
Schemes which will be launched in
2005. Quality Schemes members
will offer consumers more protection
than the minimum protection
registered installers must offer.




