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·  ��/���������6����(����( )��?��)�((����!*2+�
·  ��/��������((������� �%�������/������)��-�,��( ��-� ������8����
·  	��������(�%�/�����������-�����	�((��
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%�  (���(�������%������ ��������-��)������
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�
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Take a closer look at copies of 
Nicholas Aldwyn’s will in the 
resource box. This is a primary 
source of evidence to help us 
understand the past. 
�

�
�
The gallery displays tell you more 
about members of the household 
and their individual roles. 
�
Think about how control and 
power were held within the 
household. How organised do 
you think it was? 
 
What were the different roles 
men and women had within the 
household? 

�
Inventory  (noun). Detailed list 
of goods, furniture, etc. 
 
Will (noun). Directions written 
in legal form for disposition 
(distribution) to be made of a 
person’s property after their 
death. 
�
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����������� �%���(�������-����-������������"�����
%���������)�������%�((��%�%,�����������(��)��(����
��%�(�������%�����(��-�����)��"���� ���� �%�������� �
-�����((�� � �������������������((�7��� ����%� ���� ����)��
-���/������������7�������������(�-�����-��( �"�
�
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�
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����������-�����"�������)�����(�)������-(�� �)����� ����� �
�������#��������( �(�$��%������������#���� ������ � �?��
:����������%���%������A-�$��-����%������� ������ ��� �����((�
������)������� ������� ����%��������:���������%�B"�= ��)���
����%���������)���%�$� �������-�� ���,����)�������� ��
�������"������)�����(������/����,(������������� ��) ����
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�
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�
E��������-(�� ?��%�����</���������������������)���) ��("�=��
)��( �,��������������%����������
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)�$���������(���7�)�����)�����-�� � ��������������� �������
�������/�"�=��������7���-(�� ��%/���� �%���(������� �� ����
-�� ����������( �����,��-��)������7���������)������  �
�/����"�����%��������/����������� ��/�( ��-��� ���� ���
�����(��������������(����
�  (���-���)�������/����% ��-7�
�� ��/�( ��-�)�����%���������%,�����������)��(�
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�
Merchant  – anyone not of noble birth who made their living by trade 
 
Mercer  – a large-scale cloth or textiles merchant. 
 
Religious guild  – a group joined by the richest people in any medieval town or village. It was partly a 
religious organisation; the guild would hold formal feasts on important religious festivals. It was also a social 
gathering, where merchants could get to know one another and form agreements to work together. There 
were guilds in nearly every town in England in the late Middle Ages. 
 
Hanseatic League  – this was a group of cities situated along the northern coast of Europe who agreed to 
work together in order to get better trading conditions with the rest of Europe. The League had secondary 
bases in English coastal towns, including Boston and King’s Lynn. It was similar in some ways to the 
European Union today.�
�

6����((� ����)��(���)�����( �,��
��,(����� �%���������9�������)����
�(�������������"�
 
Crowland Abbey 
������������)�� �$�������������(�� �
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The illuminated manuscripts in the 
gallery resource box illustrate some 
of the building techniques used 
between the 12th and 16th centuries. 
 
Do you recognise any of the tools 
or techniques being used? 
 
Consider how Ayscoughfee Hall 
was built. This was a time before 
mechanisation and health and 
safety laws! 
 
Make sketches and notes about the 
building’s construction and 
materials. 
 

 
 

On the first floor you can see part of 
the roof structure through the 
ceiling by the Fenland Gallery and 
an example of a brick vaulted 
staircase which was the second 
entrance to the hall in the fifteenth 
century. 
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��((�%�����$��/���� ��������������-����%�(���������
��<��������������7�/����,(������(���-����������%��� ���-��-"�
����)�� �F���?�)�����-��������(�� �-�$���,����%���� ������
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)���,��(���������/��:���7�
)�����)���$����������(����
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���������%������������%,����
��$��,���� ��� ����!'*!�
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%������((�)��������-(���������
,��( ��-"��
�
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�
5�����)���������)�������-��������� �%������,��( ��- ��� �
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�</����$��,��( ��-�%������(���������(������"�E����# %����-�
)�����$�$� �������������������������-(�� � ����-��� ��
%� ��$�(�/���� ��������������������%������%�	�((�� 7�
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Dendrochronology  (noun). 
The examination of tree rings 
to date wood. Thirty-four wood 
core samples were taken from 
oak timbers across the roof 
structure. Results 
demonstrated that the rings in 
the hall roof dated the wood as 
being cut down in 1451. 
�
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